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CIA Operates Secret Prison in Takoma Park
TAKOMA PARK, MD—The
Takoma Pork has learned
that one of the secret prisons
created by the CIA to hold
and torture suspected terrorists is in Takoma Park. The
prison, located in the basement of a popular coffee
house, has been operating
outside of the Geneva Conventions—though near Geneva
Avenue—for the past three
years, according to a highly
placed anonymous source.
“When you think about it, it
makes perfect sense,” said
the official, who is not Lewis
“Scooter” Libby trying desperately to stay out of prison
himself. “All of the attention
in the news media has been

The Takoma
Park prison
snuck under the
radar because
the coffee shop
has made no attempt to hide the
holding cell. Ordinary customers
regularly mingle
with the prisoners, who are
dressed in fairly
standard TaAn unidentified prisoner has waited for a top off since June koma Park
of 2004, in clear violation of his writ of habeas javas.
garb—rough
hemp jumpsuits
and sandals. In fact, blending
directed to prisons in Eastern
with the customers is considEurope. Nobody suspected
ered one of the most cruel
this was going on right under
forms of torture. “The convertheir own noses.”

sations we have to listen to!”
moaned one prisoner, who has
been held at the coffee house
without being officially
charged for the past three
years. “They drone on and on
about their silly, ridiculous
problems and their feelings.
It makes me want to selfcombust!”
The prisoners are forced to
wait indefinitely for their chai
lattes, which often show up
cold or even without the milk.
The overstuffed couches they
must sit on are uncomfortable
and make strange “farting”
noises whenever the prisoners
sit. In addition, terrible folk
See CIA PRISON on page 6

City Government Probes Citizens’ Piles
TAKOMA PARK, MD—Local
activist Ryan Mulder announced yesterday that he
has evidence the Takoma
Park public works department is using unconstitutional surveillance methods to
plan their rolling leaf collection efforts. During his press
conference at the Atomik
Maid, Mulder showed an
alarming correspondence between the times when he
raked his leaves to the curb
and when the piles were collected.
“I raked my leaves on Satur-
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day, and by Tuesday evening
they had been collected,” said
Mulder. He went on to allege
that his tool library borrowing
records had been examined,
tipping the city to his having
borrowed, then returned, a
rake over the weekend.
“It’s more than uncanny, it’s
unconstitutional,” he added.
Takoma Park mayor Kathy
Porter would neither confirm
nor deny, nor indeed show
any sign that she even understood Mulder’s allegations.
She did however say that Ta-

koma Park is “under assault”
by oak and other falling
leaves, and that as city’s
elected leader, it was her duty
to use “whatever means necessary” to eliminate the leaf
threat.
After the Leaf Collection Riots
of 2002, rolling leaf collection
was instituted in part to make
it more difficult to ambush
public works crews.
Mulder also stated that a public works whistleblower
alerted him to the fact that
the city is holding some leaves

in secret “red, brown, and yellow” sites.
Mulder’s revelations were met
with sullen silence by the
crowd of wan teenage punks,
who asked only one question.
“Are the Grinding Gashes
playing tonight, or what?”
asked local teen Autumn Siddennancy, adding “They
rock!” to general agreement.
Mulder, after consulting with
management, confirmed that
the Grinding Gashes would be
playing shortly, but was unable to speak to whether they
would or would not rock.

Needy Jews Find Friend in Habitat for Jewmanity
SILVER SPRING, MD—For
needy Jews, the High Holy
Days that come every fall
bring mixed feelings. On one
hand, the holiday of atonement, Yom Kippur, is a somber affair. Yet poor Jews the
world over rejoice at their food
savings on the day of fasting.
And while the holiday of Sukkot typically brings family
and friends together under
the vine- and fruit-laden roof
of a Sukkah, low-income Jews
often celebrate alone under
scavenged boxes or the shells
of burned-out cars.
That’s where Habitat for Jewmanity comes in. Founder

and Executive Director
Len Ingber explains it this
way: “When I was a child,
while my family built a
spacious Sukkah and
dined under the stars, I’d
see my less fortunate
neighbors scrimping and
saving for the roll of duct
tape they needed to hold
together an old refrigerator box. As the fruit on
our Sukkah rotted and
began to smell, we’d bring
it to our neighbors to use
on theirs. But every apple
and pear weighed down
Several corporate sponsors supported the
that soggy cardboard until Silver Spring/Takoma Park Sukkah Drive.
the doorway drooped to the
See HABITAT FOR JEWMANITY on page 7
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An Open Letter to the “People” of Takoma Park from Myanmar
Editor’s note: Takoma Park has a number of citizens' committees that
address community policy and issues. One of these is the Free Burma
Committee, which oversees an ordinance “prohibiting contracts for personal services with those who do business in or with Burma.”

1. Musical CD productions by the so-called “Banjo Man.” Be
assured that we are fully aware of his subversive capitalist
message—“She’ll be coming ‘round the mountain”—you tell
“her” we’ll be waiting.

Dear “People,”

2. “The Takoma Park Newsletter.” We have no interest in
distributing this ridiculous farce. What kind of government meddles in the content of its official publication only
once?

It has come to the attention of the people of Myanmar that a
group of citizens in Takoma Park is intent on disparaging the current situation in our country. While we commend your zealotry,
we urge you to rethink your position and commitment to this
“Free Burma Committee” in your midst. We reject your efforts on
many fronts:
1. We do not approve of the name “Burma.” We vastly prefer
Myanmar, or at the very least, “The Republic Formerly
Known as Burma.” We would also be open to the use of a
symbol for our name.
2. Our people are already quite free to do as we tell them.
If you persist in your subversive activities against our country, we
will be forced to refuse the importation of any and all goods produced in Takoma Park, including but not limited to:

3. “The Takoma Pork.” What you people are doing in your
community is just sick.

Additionally, while we commend your efforts, we refuse to allow
you to relocate the Washington Adventist Hospital to our country.
What is it with you people and your insistence on linking healthcare and religion?
And finally, we are NOT interested in contributing to this “gym”
at your “Community” center. We insist that your leaders refrain
from contacting us and please put us on your “Do Not Call List.”
And no, we do not want to purchase an engraved brick either.
Sincerely,
Myanmar

The Takoma Prick
Has a

Novak Moment

The Takoma Pork strives to be inclusive and welcomes views from
all ends of the political spectrum, no matter how stupid.
I have a friend in Europe, let’s call him
Sven. He suffers from a severe medical
condition (okay, it’s a little souvenir he
picked up in Amsterdam). At any time, he
could walk into a fine health care facility
and get it treated. Yet he does not. I did
not understand why until I had what I
call my “Robert Novak” moment, when
that paragon of truth suddenly made perfect sense to me. Of course! Bob and Rush
and Bill O’Reilly are right. Health care
reform would ruin our health.
How? Because when first-rate health care
is available for free, people do not value
it. It’s like people who live together without being married. Why buy the cow
when you can get the milk for free? Only
socialists think otherwise, and our victory
in the Cold War showed them who’s who.
No pain, no gain. Period. Sven would
value a trip to the hospital if he had to
sacrifice to make it. But no. In the land of
socialized medicine where the government hands out medical marijuana as if it
were Mentos mints, he only has to pick a
doctor, get treatment, and get better. So
he doesn’t do it: it is just too easy.
Thank God, in this country you still have
to pay to receive any form of treatment.
That means you have to work for the
chance to get cured. If you are too lazy to
do that, then you have bigger problems
than your health to worry about. If you
are a hard-working American, you know
that you have to sacrifice for what is truly
valuable. Health care costs are an indisputable sacrifice, and so we all go get
treated, whether we need it or not.
It is now clear why health care costs during the Bush administration have risen so
dramatically. Liberals will tell you it is
the greed of the health care industry it-

self. Rubbish! Health care costs are rising
many times faster than the rate of inflation because this administration understands that the higher our health care
costs, the healthier we will all be. We will
take ourselves to the doctor more often
the greater the financial sacrifice because
we will value it more. George W. understands God’s plan for each of us. Those
that get left behind, well, they are going
to hell anyway so, does it really matter?
Others rail against the insurance companies, whining about rising costs, the rejection of claims, or the inordinate length of
time one has to spend on hold while the
insurance company representative goes
on coffee break. But that is just more of
the insidious liberal-humanist claptrap
that has wormed its way into our culture.
Of course insurance companies raise costs
and reject our claims. It builds character.
It gives us an abiding sense of purpose.
And how many of us really have anything
more worthwhile to do than listening to
soothing music while we wait for someone
to hang up on us?
The rising insurance rates are part of
what makes America great: they keep us
striving to keep up, to better our situation. We can never rest, never feel we
have gotten enough, because the costs
may suddenly take another jump. It is the
driving force of our social improvement.
Debating our claims over the phone helps
keep us mentally alert and hones our intellectual prowess. None of these benefits
can be found in socialized medicine.
To those who want to cap health care
costs, I say, “Bring it on.” We will bury
you.

Contributors to this issue:
Kevin Adler
Doug Farah
Richard Harris
Len Ingber
Kathy Jentz
Larry Rubin
Kristin and Colin Treado
Scott Williams

Takoma Pork
General inquiries............. info@takomapork.com
Editorial board ................ editor@takomapork.com
Publishers and Editors-In-Chief
Molly Galvin
Benjamin Purow
Marjory Ruderman
Hisao Yatsuhashi
Submissions
Unsolicited submissions are welcomed, but publication
cannot be guaranteed. Send submissions as email
attachments to editor@takomapork.com. Submissions
sent in any other format will not be considered or
returned. We regret that we can not pay for published
material, including our own. All submissions become
property of the Takoma Pork and are subject to editing.
Subscriptions
Regular subscriptions are not available at this time. Home
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publication is not intended for readers who are under 18
years of age, who take themselves too seriously, or who
don’t laugh at our jokes.
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Fourbidden Love Flourishes in Takoma Park
TAKOMA PARK, MD—History was made
once again in Takoma Park when two
families married each other in a moving
ceremony at the new community center.
Stefan and
Cheri Trudeau
married Don
and Jessica
Milligan, the
first-ever marriage of two couples in this
country.

still heavily into the playdating scene.
They were still seeing several other families when we met.”

When asked
when that all
changed, the
foursome giggled. “For me,
it was when
we took our
first vacation
together,” said
Don Trilligan.
“We were all
“We’re thrilled
frolicking on
to be on the
the beach and
vanguard of this
having so
important social
much fun.
movement,”
And then,
said Mayor
there was this
Kathy Porter.
beautiful sun“We’re a tolerset, and all of
ant community.
our eyes met,
Any consenting The happy foursome tied the knots at the new community center.
and we just
adults should
KNEW.” It was that vacation that made
have the right to get married—couples,
the two couples realize they were meant
foursomes, threesomes, whatever!—and
to be together, the Trilligans agreed.
we’ve proven that here.”
The two families, however, seem unaware
of the political implications of the union.
“We’re in love,” said Cheri Trilligan —
who goes by the new surname adopted by
the two couples. “We’re happy. That’s all
we care about.”
According to the Trilligans, it all started
several years ago when the families became friendly. “We made friends the way
many families do—through our children,”
explained Jessica Trilligan. “We started
hanging out when our oldest children
were babies. Just the usual things—pizza
parties, park playdates, brunches and
dinners together.”
“Cheri and I knew early on that we were
ready to settle down with another family,”
said Stefan Trilligan. “When we met Don
and Jessie and their kids, we knew they
were ‘the ones.’ But Don and Jessie were

The Trilligans acknowledged that life as a
blended family can get complicated. To
accommodate their five children, they
bought a bigger house and a standardsize van. “It can get crazy around here
sometimes,” said Stefan Trilligan. “But
the beauty of the marriage is that the
kids have two moms and two dads. How
many couples with young kids fantasize
about that? For us, it’s a reality.”

This way, we could finally trade up for a
bigger house once we combined all of our
incomes. And we can claim all of the kids
as deductions on our taxes.”
The marriage has even helped her relationship with her parents and in-laws,
added Jessica Trilligan. “They were resistant at first. Mom was worried that
Stefan and Cheri were too young for us.
But then they realized they would finally
have the multiple grandchildren they’ve
been pressuring us for all these years,”
she said.
In fact, the foursome is hoping to have
another child together. “We want to have
a baby that all of us will truly share, “
said Don Trilligan. The couple is working
with a fertility expert to ensure the baby
has genetic components from all four Trilligans.
To help other families looking to “make it
legal,” the Trilligans are launching a wedding planning and life coaching business.
“This is going to catch on big in Takoma
Park,” said Stefan Trilligan. “We just
want to help other foursomes share in the
love and enjoy all the benefits we now
have.”

“I mean, what mom —or dad —doesn’t
wish there were two of her?,” added Jessica Trilligan. “This way, we can be the
parents we want to be without giving up
our own hopes and desires. It’s the ultimate work-family balance.”
“I’m sure more families are going to do
this when they realize how great it is,”
Cheri Trilligan agreed. “Everyone knows
how crazy the real estate market is here.

The blended family enjoys vacationing at the
beach where they first fell in love.

VOX Post-itica
The Takoma Park Post-it® Laureate reviews and selects Post-it® note submissions from Takoma Park residents.

To do list by L. Berra, local yoga instructor.
To-do list by W. Rave of Takoma Park

Haiku by Matsuo Basho (1644-1694) as
translated by A. Christy of Takoma Park

Got a Post-it® note submission you’d like to share? Scan and email it to VoxPostitica@takomapork.com, or fax it to
1-888-291-2470, attention:Takoma Park Post-it® Laureate.
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Folk Festival Adds Dinner Theater in 2006
TAKOMA PARK, MD—The 29th annual Takoma Park Folk Festival will come with a
new twist in September 2006 – a dinner
theater.
“The Festival is known for having great music, great dance, and great food,” said Kevin
Adler, Festival Chairman. “We thought,
let’s just put it all together in one unforgettable package.”

“To tell you the truth, the dance demonstrations and workshops are sort of lame. Who
needs to see a few dozen people embarrassing themselves by trying to learn the salsa
in 40 minutes?” said Robbi Kimball, a Festival committee member. “You call that danc-

Takoma Park residents are encouraged to
suggest plays for consideration, but Adler
asked that “nothing heavy” be proposed.
“The Festival isn’t trying to send a political
message,” he said. “And for heaven’s sakes,
don’t tell us to do ‘Hair.’ That’s the old image of Takoma Park. Forget it.”

Credit for the idea goes to Festival committee member Nancy Nickell, who suggested
it after visiting her elderly parents in Florida. “I saw ‘Hello Dolly’ at the Hialeah Dinner Theater, and…I was transported to another place and time. I came home whistling the tunes,” said Nickell. “I said to myself, we can do that here.”
Nickell’s idea was immediately and enthusiastically embraced. “Frankly, we felt that
our music was getting a little stale,” admitted Catherine Chapman, co-chair of the
Festival program. “You can only listen to so
many protest songs before they all sound
the same. Plus, the singer-songwriters we
attract are so negative. Let’s do some great
music that celebrates at the same time –
like ‘Flashdance.’”
Adler added, “A few of us have had it up to
here with those twangy, out-of-tune banjos.
Is there some rule that we have to have,
like, a dozen banjos each year?”
The dinner theater will be held in the large
gymnasium where the Festival previously
offered dance workshops. The idea of the
workshops is to introduce novices to new
dances and to extend dance traditions to a
new generation. But at least one supporter
of the Festival thinks that the reality of the
workshops never matched the intent.

To make their selection, Festival committee
members are watching movies of the great
musicals and trying to imagine producing
them in a gymnasium in Takoma Park on a
budget of perhaps $300. “Unfortunately, we
don’t have the funds to go to New York to
see live plays,” said Nickell. “I hear that
Huey Lewis is fantastic in the revival of
‘Chicago.’”

Committee members admit that the final
decision will be difficult. Tension is reportedly building between the faction that favors “South Pacific” and the one that favors
“Cats.”

Chairperson Kevin Adler lobbies the Folk Festival committee to choose “Cats” for the September production.
ing? Wait ‘til they see some real hoofers onstage this year.”
Presently, a Festival subcommittee is hard
at work deciding which play to produce in
2006. The members are working from a recent listing by Parade Magazine of
“America’s Most Loved Broadway Musicals
and the Former Pop Stars Who Made Them
Great.”

Of course, food is the other critical element
of any successful dinner theater, and that’s
where the Festival is leaving nothing to
chance. The dinner will be catered by Red
Lobster, which opened to acclaim two years
ago in downtown Silver Spring. “Maybe it’s
not politically correct to hire a chain restaurant. But Red Lobster is all-class,” said
Adler. “There’s nothing that screams ‘classy’
like a seafood buffet.”
In keeping with the high-class tenor of the
dinner theater, the Folk Festival will institute a dress code. Jeans and sandals, and
especially tie-dye, will be prohibited. “We
hope to set a new standard in this town,”
said Adler. “I don’t see why we can’t look
good and have a nice, civilized event like
they do all the time in Gaithersburg.”

Reiki Parlor a Front for No-Touch Brothel
TAKOMA PARK, MD—A raid by Takoma
Park police and members of the FBI’s Vice
Division brought to a close a two-year investigation into the services offered by the Takoma
Park Center for Healing Through Reiki. Reiki
practitioners place their hands near the client’s body in a series of hand positions intended to transmit “life force energy” and improve physical, emotional, and spiritual
health. Unlike other healing methods, actual
physical contact is unnecessary.

Coop would consider scrutinizing more closely
its relationship with other new age businesses
in the area. A Coop board member, who
asked to remain anonymous, said that he was
angry and embarrassed at having participated
in keeping the Reiki business afloat. “They
really put the ‘ho’ in holistic,” he complained.
“Usually we encourage people to ‘shop local,’
but I hope Takoma Park residents will take
this kind of business into downtown DC from
now on.”

Opened in 2002 on Poplar Avenue, the Center
had many high-profile clients and enjoyed an
unusual level of foot traffic—leading to suspicions that the Reiki parlor was a front for a
no-touch prostitution ring.

Dr. Paul Johnson, whose midwifery practice
was closed last year after more than a decade
in Takoma Park, was allegedly a frequent client of the Reiki parlor after his practice dissolved amidst scandal [“Stealth Obstetrician
Scandal Dilates,” Takoma Pork, Fall 2005].
Dr. Johnson could not be reached for comment, but his lawyer issued a statement saying that after more than a decade of passing
for a woman, the life force energy in Dr. Johnson’s loins had been depleted. “My client’s
spiritual malaise was centered in his crotch.
He trusted his Reiki provider’s judgment in
where and how long to focus the energy. Bob
Dole boosted his life force energy with Viagra.
My client’s situation is no different.”

Neighbors of the quiet storefront on Poplar
Avenue gathered in shock as police led the
alleged Madam away in handcuffs, shielded
from view by an Indian print blanket. Most
were reluctant to speak to reporters, but the
gathering exuded a palpably angry vibe. An
employee of the Reiki parlor, who refused to
give her name, offered to dissipate the negative energy for a small fee, but she left after a
woman in the crowd shouted, “You keep your
hands away from my husband’s chi!”
A spokesperson for the TPSS Food Coop, the
main supplier of the Reiki parlor’s incense
and chi-permeable hand creams, said that the

Though the Reiki parlor remains closed, police
spokesperson Carol Bannerman issued a
press advisory stating that no charges have
been filed in the case. “While we have more

Clients of the former Reiki Center in Takoma
Park will now have to travel farther for a laying off of hands.
than enough evidence to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the Takoma Park Center
for Healing Through Reiki was in fact providing sexual services to its clients, unfortunately it’s not illegal without physical contact
or nudity.”
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Party with Takoma P rk

Saturday

February 11, 2006
8 to 11 p.m.
at Sangha in downtown Takoma Park

$12 in advance, $15 at the door
Wear a Takoma Pork t-shirt for a piglicious door prize!

Tickets, t-shirts, and info at

takomapork.com

Cheap booze! Free Food! Wild Dancing! Live Porkovers!

With LIVE music by:

The Big Sky stretches the roots-rock genre with skillful wanderings into
alt-country, rock, blues, jazz and bluegrass. With great original songs and
eclectic cover tunes, this is one band you don't want to miss!
Their latest CD, "Live at the Half Moon," features 14 songs recorded live
at Silver Spring's Half Moon BBQ in March of 2005. No overdubs—warts
and all, this album catches the spirit and fun of this great local band.
Available at all their shows. http://www.thebigsky.us

Roots Rock with a Twist!
www.thebigsky.us

Your home is waiting for you.
Let's go find it!!

Robbi Kimball

Realtor, Licensed in DC and Maryland
Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Office: 301-434-8900
Office FAX: 301-422-9589
Home Office: 301-588-0126
Robbi.Kimball@LongAndFoster.com
Internet: www.Robbi-Sells-Homes.com
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Venetian Engineer Responds to SOS—Suspicion of Sinkage
TAKOMA PARK, MD—The Takoma Pork
has confirmed the City has hired an engineer from Venice, Italy to investigate
whether the new Community Center is
sinking.
Suspicion of sinkage surfaced December
11 when participants leaving the Center’s
Grand Opening told City Manager Barbara Matthews that the street level exit
on Carroll Avenue seemed to be slightly
lower than the street itself. “The gap was
not there when we entered the building,”
one participant said.
The residents spoke on condition of anonymity. “Investigators need to determine
whether the Community Center is lower
now than it was, or whether we were
higher than we were when we entered the
building. After all, we consumed a great
quantity of fruit juice during opening
ceremonies—all organic, of course.”
Matthews subsequently hired Giuseppe
Michelangelo to examine the Community

Center’s foundation. He advises the city of
Venice on coping with structural problems
caused by its gradual sinking.
Michelangelo is expected to arrive here
the first week in February. He told the
Pork he has completed a preliminary
analysis based on computer simulations
that indicate the Community Center
might sink completely underground by
2021.
“We knew we were building on a flood
plain,” said City Council member Marc
Elrich,“ and we met county requirements
for erections in such situations.”
“Whenever you build without fully taking
into account the environment, you engage
in a necessarily losing battle with nature
– in this case the water flowing underground to and from Sligo Creek,” said Dan
Robinson of Sustainable Takoma.
Council member Bruce Williams, official
liaison to the public on Community Cen-

ter matters, speculated that the center’s
lowering was caused by the weight of the
crowd attending the Grand Opening.
“Ordinarily, not that many people come to
City Hall, so that I doubt there will be
any further sinking. In fact, the building
will probably just pop back up on its own,”
said Williams. “All the hot air in the
council chambers might help keep it
afloat.”
“So it’s probably a self-solving problem,”
Elrich said. “With the community center
underground, we can sell the surface land
to developers. By that time, real estate in
Takoma Park is sure to reach a million
dollars a square inch. By selling the land
to developers, we can get out of the hole
we created by building the center.”
The Pork asked Elrich how the City will
be able to afford the Venice engineer.
He replied, “We’ll float a bond.”

CIA Prison from page 1
music is played continuously. It’s often
live and right next to where the prisoners
are forced to congregate. “Oooohhhhhhh,”
moaned the prisoner. “I didn’t know that
my ears could bleed.”

and gone straight to hell,” said
the prisoner, his voice breaking.

After the establishment is closed at night,
the prisoners have to wash dishes, mop
up, and clean the bathrooms. “They are
disgusting. I have never seen such filth
in all my life,” the prisoner said. “At least
in my country, we know how to aim, and
we know how to flush.”
But the worst indignities came when the
eating establishment forced the prisoners
to join in its annual holiday party. “Kids
everywhere, crying and yelling. Women
wearing patchouli and waving Solstice
wands. I really thought that I had died

Personals
I SAW YOU at the library circle time. You:
Tall, black t-shirt and jeans, Keen sandals.”
Me: Blonde, black t-shirt and jeans, Keen
clogs, with burping cloth tossed jauntily over
my shoulder. Our eyes met during “Wheels
on the Bus.” I wanted to say “hi” but my
older daughter threw a tantrum, and when I
looked up you were gone. Are you a desperate mommy like me? Then let’s meet for
coffee and/or possible friendship.
SM seeking SF for hot nights! You won’t
find anybody like me in Takoma Park. I’m
tall, thin, dirty blond hair pulled back in a
ponytail. I like wearing sandals year round
and I’m not afraid to let you pick up the tab
again and again. Do you like long backrubs, new age music, and strange, not easily identified odors? I’m your man!
SF new to the area, looking for someone to
wine and dine me at local restaurants. Are
there any local restaurants? Please call.

A detainee undergoes rendition to the secret Takoma Park prison. The
prison is known in intelligence circles for its caffeine-enhanced interrogation techniques.

DM seeking lady of any race/age for fun,
friendship, possibly more. I like long walks
along Sligo Creek, romantic, candlelit dinners, and suckling at your breast like a
baby. People say I’m good looking. Also
that I suck like a Hoover. Please call!
GM seeking GM of any race, age, or ethnicity in Takoma Park. I can’t be the only
one! Please call.
Older GF seeking other Takoma Park lesbians to live on the edge again. Enough mainstreaming. Let’s raise some hell and make
out in Germantown!

Classifieds
Recruits needed for War on Easter.
Now that Christmas is in its last throes, our
focus turns to Easter. Call 1-800-WOE-ISME to join.
Simplicity Circle. Tired of a complicated
cluttered life? Come to our simplicity workshop to learn how to get rid of stuff that

The Bush administration denies
that the coffee house is being
used as a torture area. “While
we do hold prisoners there, we
would never make them listen
to folk music,” says Vice President Dick Cheney, who is also
executive director of the administration’s Department of Secret
Torture. “I am the devil, and
we do believe in doing anything
necessary to make prisoners
talk. But even evil has its limits.”

weighs you down and stop buying into our
consumer culture and clear your mind of all
that unnecessary negativity and get back to a
less complicated way of living that doesn’t
require lots of gadgets and appliances that
you buy for your friends and family or maybe
they buy for you. If this sounds like something you are interested in, and you would
like more information, or perhaps you are just
curious, please call for information Mondays
between 1pm and 2pm at the following number, let it ring through twice and someone will
call you back, via *69. If you want to attend
the meeting go to our website
www.thiswaytoasimplerandbetterlife.org/regis
ter/click_here/but_not_here/ to find our email
address. Email us your fax number and we
will fax you a registration form. To get directions go to Google, type in Mapquest, then
type in “Simplicity Takoma”, of the 18 results
that pop up, choose number 13, then type in
your 10-digit zip code, or phone number
(except 240 area code), and the directions
will pop up. Make sure you select “quickest
route” and not “shortest route” or you may
make a wrong turn into Sligo Creek.
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Failure of Block-Long Speed Bump Puzzles Residents
TAKOMA PARK, MD—Homeowners on
one local residential street have been stymied in their latest efforts to enhance
automotive safety. Frustrated by the continued appearance of drivers reaching 10,
even 12, miles per hour on their street,
residents of Chelm Avenue took matters
into their own hands.
“Sure, every other block in Takoma Park
has four or five speed bumps, but on
Chelm Avenue we go the extra mile,” said
a homeowner. “We may be the only street
in Takoma Park without any children,
but that doesn’t mean we’re going to let
cars drive down our street willy-nilly.”
Chelm Avenue residents initially paid out
of their own pockets to put additional
speed bumps in place, adding more over
time until 25 had been laid down. “We
got some really nasty triangular ones,”
said a proud resident.
However, residents weren’t satisfied with
the results. They then gouged several
deep pot holes into their street, which
yielded a bit more slowdown. “We needed
something extra. We thought about putting strobe lights by the street—it would
freak out passing drivers, and it would at

least make it look as if they were driving
slower—but then we had the big idea.”

take off, slowing down only at the end of
the block to come down off it,” said one
homeowner. “We just can’t understand
it—in theory, it’s like we have an infinite
number of speed bumps on our block. But
it just doesn’t work.” Unsure about their

Chelm Avenue homeowners decided to
fuse their numerous speed bumps into
one block-long speed bump, elevating the
whole length of the block. To
pay for this ambitious plan,
residents turned to unorthodox
methods. Some money was
raised by selling the hubcaps
jarred loose by the 25 speed
bumps already in place, and
also by selling fillings knocked
from the mouths of passing
bicyclists. Additionally, a feefor-service first-aid booth was
set up at curbside to treat the
concussions suffered by passing motorists striking their
heads on the roofs of their
cars. After the necessary thouPetitions are circulating to preserve this custom-made sign as a
sands of dollars were raised,
Takoma Park landmark.
construction on the super
speed bump (called the SSB by
locals) was quickly completed
next step after the failure of the SSB,
three weeks ago.
Chelm Avenue residents have gone back
It was an immediate disappointment.
“Cars would get up on the SSB and just

to the drawing board. Says one, “Maybe
we’ll just try the strobe light thing.”

Plant Vigilantes Penetrate Fanny’s Garden
TAKOMA PARK, MD—Fanny Bowman,
founding member of the Takoma Horticulture Club and long-time virgin, died of a
heart attack last fall after finding her entire secret garden deflowered. Friends of
Sligo Creek claimed responsibility for
stripping the garden of its antique English roses, saying they were too close to
Sligo Creek parkland and their sweet
smell was attracting deer to the area.
FOSC members defended their actions.
"Those non-native flowers have no place
in Takoma Park," according to FOSC
member Ben Rules. Miss Bowman’s brother, Richard Crandall, vowed
to get revenge. He has been arrested sev-

eral times for spreading his nonnative seeds and planting Japanese honeysuckle and Chinese wisteria around
the yards of unsuspecting Takoma Park
homeowners. However, no residents have
come forward to press charges. "Everyone
is just too scared to act as a witness," commented Takoma Park Police Chief Cynthia
Creamer. "It's just heartbreaking to see
how this community is being violated by
these plant terrorists."
The Maryland Native Plant Society has
filed suit against Crandall, charging that
he is a public nuisance and is harboring
dangerous plant species. Police raided
Crandall’s beauty salon on Carroll Ave-

Habitat for Jewmanity from page 1
ground, and I knew that one day I wanted
to do even more.”
Ingber’s dream came to fruition in 1996,
when he founded Habitat for Jewmanity.
Since then, the organization has built
thousands of Sukkot [plural of Sukkah]
during the holiday that bears the same
name. In 2005, 10 low-income Jewish
families in Takoma Park and Silver
Spring found their own dreams coming
true, as teams of volunteers erected large,
sturdy Sukkot in their back yards. Some
volunteers traveled from as far away as
Potomac to take part in Habitat’s Sukkot
2005 projects. Marty Schechter, a Potomac attorney, brought his 13-year-old son
with him. “Joshua is about to be Bar
Mitzvahed,” Schechter said. “Our synagogue requires a certain amount of com-

munity service before the big day. It’s not
enough to just write a check these days.
They want you to get out into the world
and see how the other half lives in developing parts of the world. So here we are!”
Back at Habitat headquarters, Ingber
worked the phones, looking for corporate
sponsors to fund his ongoing quest for
state-of-the-art Sukkah building methods.
Habitat is pioneering research into the use
of matzah as a building material. Organic,
sustainable, and available in convenient 12
by 12 squares, matzah will frame the Sukkah of the future, Ingber predicts.

nue last week and found several exotic
orchids, a counter display of lucky bamboo, and a mango tree. The contraband
plants have been confiscated and are being held pending litigation.
Anyone who knows of a neighbor with a
non-native plant variety in their yard or
home is urged to contact the Takoma
Park Police Department for prompt removal and prosecution. The authorities
have asked the town to be especially vigilant this time of year for poinsettias,
Christmas cactus, and non-native evergreens.
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Extreme Porkover
When Monica Millstone wrote to the Takoma Pork and described her life in downtown D.C. as a busy urban professional, the
editors were touched by her desire to change her life. Monica was chosen as this season’s Extreme Porkover and given a
chance at a new life in Takoma Park! After only 3 months in her new home, Mooncake Millstone is ready for her big reveal!
Before

After

Tidily coiffed
hair

Expensive makeup
applied to look
natural

Glitzy jewelry

Dreadlocks

Tasteful suit

Dog

Manicured nails
Menstrual sea
sponge

Fair Trade pendant purchased to
provide a year’s
worth of schooling
for a child in a
developing country and align the
wearer’s chi

Are YOU ready for an Extreme Porkover?
Send us your digital picture and we’ll work some Pork magic on you. We’ll publish the result and post it on our website.
Email porkover@takomapork.com. Self-nominations only, please.
The next BIG REVEAL….A LIVE Porkover at the Takoma Pork PARTY on February 11! See page 5 for details!

Advertise in the April 2006 edition of the Takoma Pork. Email advertise@takomapork.com.

Somewhere Else in Takoma

Interested in
home-grown music?

Check out
www.thedeej.org

SALON JAM
7054 Carroll Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912

(301)-270-4477
Cuts, Perm/Color, Highlights
& Facial Waxing
Salon Hours
Tuesdays to Fridays 10 to 8
Saturday 9 to 5

